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NOFORN 

E.O. 11652: XGDS-1 

TAGS: PFOR, MILL UK, IT, NATO 

SUBJECT: DUAL-HATTING AND RELOCATION OF CINCUSNAVEUR 
AT AFSOUTH 

REE: (A) STATE 91080; (B) STATE 98001 

1 . POL-MIL ATTACHE INFORMALLY DISCUSSED REF A WITH 
QUINLAN, DEPUTY UNDER SECRETARY FOR POLICY AND PROGRAMS, 

MOD; HUMPHREYS, DUS (NAVY), AND WILBERFORCE, HEAD, 

DEFENCE DEPT, FCO. ALL INDICATED AWARENESS "RUMOR MILL 
HAD IT" THAT DOD IS CONSIDERING PROS AND CONS OF DUAL- 
HATTING AND RELOCATING CINCUSNAVEUR, NOTING THAT THIS 
PROPOSAL HAD BEEN ELOATED BEFORE. THEY EXPRESSED HOPE 
OUTCOME OF STUDY WOULD CONFIRM THAT BALANCE OF MUTUAL 
ADVANTAGE RESTS WITH CONTINUATION OF CINCUSNAVEUR IN 
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LONDON. 

2. MAJOR POINTS MADE BY UK OEFICIALS ARE; (A) ITALIAN 
POLITICAL SITUATION DOES NOT AT PRESENT INVITE "AN EASY" 

ADDITION OF MAJOR US HEADQUARTERS AND ESPECIALLY AN INCR- 
EASE IN "VISIBILITY" OF US PRESENCE; (B) IT WOULD AROUSE 
CONSIDERABLE CRITICISM IN ITALY WHICH WOULD ADD TO AL- 
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READY AMPLE DIFEICULTIES GOI IS FACED WITH; (C) NAPLES 
WITH ITS COMMUNIST-LED LOCAL GOVERNMENT WOULD BE A PARTI- 
CULARLY DIEEICULT PLACE TO ESTABLISH A MAJOR NEW AMERICAN 
HEADQUARTERS. ANY ATTEMPT TO DO SO NOW COULD ONLY GIVE 
THE GOI "INCREASED PALPITATIONS." 

3. OUR CONTACTS FELT THAT MOVING CINCUSNAVEUR FROM 
LONDON WOULD NOT CREATE A MAJOR POLITICAL IMPACT IN 
THAT BRITAIN WOULD BE "MOST DISAPPOINTED" TO SEE BROKEN 
A SO LONG AND WELL ESTABLISHED NAVAL ASSOCIATION AND 
LINK. 

4. THE POINT MADE HERE TO US IS THAT WITH ONLY TWO 
SIGNIEICANT FREE WORLD NAVIES LEET IN THE ATLANTIC, THE 
NEED EOR THE ROYAL NAVY STAEF TO BE ABLE TO INTERFACE 
DIRECTLY WITH USN OPERATIONAL PERSONNEL IS MORE IMPOR- 
TANT THAN EVER. BRITISH EMPHASIZE THAT CINCUSNAVEUR 
PRESENCE HERE, ON A NAVY-TO-NAVY BASIS, HAS BUILT UP 

"A SPECIAL RELATIONSHIO" WHICH IS MOST IMPORTANT AND 
MUTUALLY BENEEICIAL. MOREOVER, THE TWO NAVIES HAVE AN 
INCREASING NEED TO COORDINATE OPERATIONAL PLANS, 

TACTICAL DEVELOPMENT, EQUIPMENT INTEROOERABILITY/ 
RATIONALIZATION/STANDARDIZATION, INTELLIGENCE ASSESS- 
MENTS, ETC. BRITISH FEAR THAT MOVING CINCUSNAVEUR AWAY 
EROM LONDON WOULD MAKE IT MORE DIEEICULT, PERHAPS EVEN 
IMPOSSIBLE, TO CONTINUE THE DAILY INTERCHANGE OE 
INEORMATION THAT NOW GOES ON. ANOTHER EEAR IS THAT THE 
CLOSE OPERATIONAL LIAISON-SO IMPORTANT TO THE ROYAL 
NAVY- WOULD BE WEAKENED AND THUS COULD DRIVE THE TWO 
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NAVIES FURTHER APART RATHER THAN CLOSER TOGETHER. 

5. COMMENT: WHITEHALL OFEICIALS EMPHASIZE NOT ONLY 
THE LONG TENANCY OF CINCUSNAVEUR IN LONDON BUT FACT 
THAT PRESENT AND FUTURE PRESENCE IS MOST WELCOME. WHILE 
THEY HAVE NOT PUT POSSIBLE RELOCATION IN THE CONTEXT OE 
SUCH A MOVE REFLECTING A DIMINUTION IN US INTEREST IN 
THE UK, SOME HINTS HAVE BEEN MADE SUGGESTING THAT RELO- 
CATION "NOW OR IN THE IMMEDIATE EUTURE" WOULD BE BAD 
TIMING-THERE ARE THOSE, EOR EXAMPLE, WHO WOULD CAST 
SUCH A MOVE AS A EORM OE "PUNISHMENT" FOR THE RECENT UK 
DECISION TO SELECT NIMROD OVER AWACS, HOWEVER FARFETCHED. 

6. WE BELIEVE WHITEHALL WOULD BE PAINED BY RELOCATION 
OE CINCUSNAVEUR WHICH IS, ALTER ALL, AN IMPORTANT FOCAL 
POINT FOR A WIDE RANGE OF LONG ESTABLISHED BILATERAL 
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NAVAL LINKS. HOWEVER, WE DO NOT RELIEVE THAT HMG 
WISHES TO INTERVENE IN OUR CONSIDERATION OE THE PROS AND 
CONS OP MOVING A US NATIONAL COMMAND. IP WE DECIDED TO 
DO SO, LONDON WOULD ACCEPT THE DECISION WITH DISAPPOINT- 
MENT AND RELUCTANCE. HOWEVER, BRITISH WOULD WISH TO 
DISCUSS, WE BELIEVE, THE ADVISABILITY OP MOVING A US 
NATIONAL COMMAND TO ITALY AT THIS TIME-PARTICULARLY AS 
THE PROPOSAL WOULD INVOLVE THE TASKING OP A MAJOR NATO 
SUBORDINATE REGIONAL COMMAND WITH NATIONAL RESPONSIBI- 
LITIES. THEY CLEARLY BELIEVE THIS IS ALLIANCE 
"BUSINESS." 

7. FINALLY, ADMIRAL OF THE PLEET ASHMORE, CDS, 

(THROUGH HUMPHREYS, DUS (NAVY) AND ADMIRAL LYGO, UCNS, 
(THROUGH DEPENSE ATTACHE) HAVE STRONGLY EXPRESSED THEIR 
HOPE THAT OUTCOME OP USG CONSIDERATION WILL END WITH 
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CONCLUSION TO KEEP CINCUSNAVEUR PRESENCE HERE. 

SPIERS 

SECRET 

NNN 


Margaret P. Grafeid Deciassified/Reieased US Department of State EO Systematic Review 22 May 2009 



Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 22 May 2009 


Message Attributes 


Automatic Decaptioning: Z 
Capture Date: 01 -Jan-1 994 12:00:00 am 
Channei indicators: n/a 
Current Classification: UNCLASSIFIED 

Concepts: MILITARY PLANS, POLITICAL SITUATION, MILITARY BASES 

Control Number: n/a 
Copy: SINGLE 

Sent Date: 02-May-1977 12:00:00 am 

Decaption Date: 22 May 2009 
Decaption Note: 25 YEAR REVIEW 
Disposition Action: RELEASED 
Disposition Approved on Date: 

Disposition Case Number: n/a 
Disposition Comment: 25 YEAR REVIEW 
Disposition Date: 22 May 2009 
Disposition Event: 

Disposition History: n/a 
Disposition Reason: 

Disposition Remarks: 

Document Number: 1977LONDON07162 

Document Source: CORE 

Document Unique ID: 00 

Drafter: n/a 

Enclosure: n/a 

Executive Order: XI 

Errors: N/A 

Expiration: 

Film Number: D7701 53-0673 

Format: TEL 
From: LONDON 
Handling Restrictions: 

Image Path: 

ISecure: 1 

Legacy Key: Iink1977/newtext/t1 977051 04/aaaadmeh. tel 

Line Count: 173 
Litigation Code IDs: 

Litigation Codes: 

Litigation History: 

Locator: TEXT ON-LINE, ON MICROFILM 
Message ID: b540e287-c288-dd1 1-92da-001cc4696bcc 
Office: ACTION PM 
Original Classification: SECRET 
Original Handling Restrictions: NOFORN 
Original Previous Classification: n/a 
Original Previous Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Page Count: 4 

Previous Channel Indicators: n/a 
Previous Classification: SECRET 
Previous Handling Restrictions: NOFORN 
Reference: 77 STATE 91080, 77 STATE 98001 
Retention: 0 

Review Action: RELEASED, APPROVED 
Review Content Flags: 

Review Date: 15-Mar-2005 12:00:00 am 
Review Event: 

Review Exemptions: n/a 
Review Media Identifier: 

Review Release Date: n/a 
Review Release Event: n/a 
Review Transfer Date: 

Review Withdrawn Fields: n/a 
SAS ID: 2332644 
Secure: OPEN 
Status: NATIVE 

Subject: DUAL-HATTING AND RELOCATION OF CINCUSNAVEUR AT AFSOUTH 
TAGS: PFOR, MILI, UK, IT, NATO 
To: STATE DOD 
Type: TE 

vdkvgwkey: odbc://SAS/SAS.dbo.SAS_Docs/b540e287-c288-dd1 1 -92da-001 cc4696bcc 
Review Markings: 

Margaret P. Grafeld 
Declassifled/Released 
US Department of State 
EO Systematic Review 
22 May 2009 

Markings: Margaret P. Grafeld Declassifled/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 22 May 2009 


Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 22 May 2009 



